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to Warsaw, Poland, where on Sep-
tember 6, 1939 at the age of 25 Mr. 
Weinrib was arrested by the Nazi’s. 

For the next 51⁄2 years, he was sent to 
a total of nine concentration camps. 

In Hanover, Germany, he was a slave 
laborer at the Continental rubber fac-
tory, where he made tires for Nazis to 
use against the Allied troops. 

At Bergen-Belsen, he was forced to 
drag dead prisoners to a ditch to be 
buried in mass graves. 

On April 14, 1945, Mr. Weinrib, weak 
with typhus, fell asleep on top of one of 
these mass graves. That night, he woke 
up from the open grave and stumbled 
into nearby barracks. There he found 
English troops liberating the camp. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Weinrib’s par-
ents, two older brothers, and most of 
his extended family were among the 
more than 6 million Jews who perished 
during the war. 

Mr. Weinrib spent the next year in a 
Swedish hospital recovering from years 
of starvation, beatings, and a gunshot 
to his forehead. 

After regaining his strength, Mr. 
Weinrib began to attend events 
through a Holocaust survivor’s club in 
Sweden. There he met a young woman 
named Anna who was freed from 
Auschwitz in 1945. Together, they spent 
more than a year recovering in the hos-
pital and several more years recovering 
at home in Sweden. By 1950, Anna and 
Abraham Weinrib married and had 
their first child, Ruth, in 1952. 

In 1954, after living with his sister 
Hela who also survived the war Mr. and 
Mrs. Weinrib left Stockholm and 
moved to Columbus where Mr. 
Weinrib’s brother’s Morrui and Chaim 
lived. In Columbus, Mr. Weinrib was 
hired by Sam Melton to work at a Cap-
itol Supply factory. Mr. Weinrib quick-
ly rose through the ranks from line- 
worker to manager. Meanwhile, Mr. 
and Mrs. Weinrib raised three children, 
sending them to school and working 
hard to ensure they had every oppor-
tunity that was robbed from their own 
youth. 

Prior to Anna’s passing in 1979, Mr. 
Weinrib rarely spoke of his experiences 
during the war. But since then, he uses 
his own experience to ensure that fu-
ture generations never forget the trag-
edy of the Holocaust. 

Abraham Weinrib has become a fix-
ture at the Jewish Community Center 
in Columbus and frequently speaks to 
students throughout the community. 
At one recent speaking engagement, a 
student asked Mr. Weinrib what his ex-
periences during the Holocaust can 
teach younger generations. Without 
hesitation, he responded with his thick 
polish accent, that ‘‘life is short; you 
have to be nice to each other.’’ 

Then, Mr. Weinrib referred to a 
heartbreaking experience he remem-
bers during his time at Auschwitz. The 
Nazi’s were separating prisoners into 
two lines, those who were old enough 
and healthy enough to work, and those 
who were not. One young mother was 
unwilling to be separated from her 

young daughter. Both were sent to the 
crematorium. 

Abraham Weinrib has seen firsthand 
what intolerance, prejudice, and hate 
can do to undermine our basic human-
ity. He talks about how unfair and 
challenging life can be but does not at-
tribute his survival or the survival of 
three of his siblings to any sort of mir-
acle. Instead, he attributes his survival 
to the ability to persevere. 

His own children have also used the 
strength of their father to succeed. The 
three Weinrib children—Bruce, Ruth, 
and Irene—overcame many of the hard-
ships often faced by first-generation 
children: parents with a limited under-
standing of English, low paying jobs, 
and the feeling of being an outsider. By 
any measure, all three children have 
succeeded. Ruth and Bruce are both 
graduates of the Ohio State University. 
All three children have postsecondary 
degrees, and all have made Abe a proud 
grandfather of seven grandchildren. 

The impact Abraham Weinrib has 
had on his family and community is 
clear and the message he shares is pow-
erful. Elie Wiesel said ‘‘Not to transmit 
an experience is to betray it.’’ Abra-
ham Weinrib is helping to ensure that 
generations to come will learn his en-
during lessons. 

Thank you, Abraham Weinrib, for all 
that you do to make our State and Na-
tion live up to our highest ideals.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JIM WEATHERLY 

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to commend Jim Weatherly of 
Pontotoc, MS, for his contribution to 
American music through prolific song 
writing and the attention that he has 
brought to the many talented artists in 
my home State of Mississippi. 

This weekend, Pontotoc County will 
celebrate Jim Weatherly’s accomplish-
ments at its annual Bodock Festival. 
Governor Haley Barbour has des-
ignated a ‘‘Jim Weatherly Day’’ as part 
of the festival. I believe this is a fitting 
tribute to a man who is a source of 
pride for many in Mississippi. 

Jim Weatherly has not only excelled 
in the arts; he has also excelled both 
academically and athletically. While I 
was a law school student at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, Weatherly was a 
member of the Ole Miss football team. 
As quarterback, Weatherly led the Ole 
Miss Rebels to an unbeaten and untied 
season, resulting in a national cham-
pionship in 1962 and Southeastern Con-
ference Championships in 1962 and 1963. 
As a star quarterback at my alma 
mater, Weatherly earned three letters 
and was honored as a member of the 
All Southeastern Conference team in 
1964. 

Jim Weatherly first started writing 
songs around the age of 12. He moved 
to Los Angeles, CA, in 1966 to pursue a 
career in the music industry. 
Weatherly has written pop, R&B, coun-
try, gospel and jazz songs, some of 
which have become classics. Weatherly 
has authored numerous hits for artists 

such as Gladys Knight and the Pips, 
Dean Martin, Kenny Rogers, Reba 
McIntire, Kenny Chesney, Hall & Oates 
and The Temptations. Some of his 
well-known hits include ‘‘Midnight 
Train to Georgia,’’ ‘‘Love Finds Its 
Own Way’’ and ‘‘Where Peaceful Waters 
Flow.’’ He was nominated for a 
Grammy in the R&B Songwriter of the 
Year category and helped win numer-
ous Grammys and awards for other art-
ists. He has released seven albums, in-
cluding a Christmas album that he 
wrote and recorded. 

The American Society of Publishers, 
Authors, and Composers named 
Weatherly Country Songwriter of the 
Year in 1974. Weatherly is also a mem-
ber of the Nashville Songwriters Hall 
of Fame and the Mississippi Musicians 
Hall of Fame. 

Weatherly’s ‘‘Midnight Train to 
Georgia’’ was inducted into the 
Grammy Hall of Fame in 1999. In 2001, 
The National Endowment for the Arts 
and the Recording Industry Associa-
tion of America ranked this song 28th 
among 365 Songs of the Century. 

Since moving back to the Southeast, 
Weatherly has continued to write, pub-
lish and record songs. Weatherly re-
cently cowrote an album with Vince 
Gill that sold over 5 million copies, and 
he continues to have No. 1 country hits 
on the charts. 

I congratulate Mr. Weatherly on 
being honored by his hometown of 
Pontotoc, MS, and on his long, illus-
trious career. I wish him the best in his 
future endeavours.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHEL BAIK 
∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, it is with a 
heavy heart that today I pay tribute to 
fire fighter Michel Baik, who sadly lost 
his life on July 24, 2010. 

A lifelong resident of Bridgeport, 
Michel graduated from Central High 
School, where he played football. 
Throughout his life, he remained en-
gaged in sports playing softball and 
basketball and was also an active mem-
ber of the St. Nicholas Antiochian Or-
thodox Church congregation. 

He was well known as a loving hus-
band and father who was very engaged 
in the lives of his children, Andrew, 
Thomas, and Margaret. He coached 
Junior Varsity basketball, volunteered 
with the Boy Scouts, and was a con-
stant presence at their various school 
plays, sports events, and dance recit-
als. 

For many years, Michel worked for 
companies like Norelco and Alcon 
Data, as well as at the Connecticut 
Post newspaper as distribution man-
ager. He also helped teach computer 
skills to the unemployed as an instruc-
tor at a nonprofit workforce develop-
ment organization called Career Re-
sources. 

Then, in 2007, he decided to take on a 
new challenge. He trained hard, studied 
hard, and ultimately became—at the 
age of 47—the oldest ‘‘probey,’’ or rook-
ie, member of the Bridgeport Fire De-
partment. It was a job he loved, and he 
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